
“Tiler” – a variable sweater in a different style 
Design: Patrick Hassel-Zein, 2002 

 

 
Sizes: S (M) L 

Width:  90 (108) 126 cm. 
Back length: 66 (72) 75 cm. 
Arm length:  50 (lady), 54 (man) 

Hat size: 54 to 64 cm. 
Needles: 3½ mm (US #4), 4 mm (US #6) and a suitably thin cable stitch needle. It 

is a good idea to use 80 cm long circular needles. If you want to knit a 
hood, you will also need a 40 cm long circular 4 mm needle (US #6) and 
a 60 cm long circular 2 mm needle (US #0). It is recommended to use 
circular needles at all times for this sweater! 

Yarn:  The Icelandic woollen yarn “Létt Lopi”. Approximately 850 (900) 950 
grams for a sweater with hood. Approximately 700 (750) 800 grams for 
a sweater without hood. 

Firmness of the 
stitches: 

20 stitches per 10 cm, 27 rows per 10 cm on 4 mm needles. Check the 
firmness of your knitting closely! 

Level of difficulty:  General experience of knitting and knitting of cable stitches in particular 
is needed. 

Variations of the model: 

This beautiful, tasteful and stylish sweater is in first hand designed for men. The sweater can be 
knitted with a collar or with a hood. You can also choose to knit the pattern in many different 
colours. Some of the tiles in the pattern can be knitted and others purled. You can choose to knit 
the coloured tiles in different colours – the yarn “Létt Lopi” is available in more than 40 differ-
ent colours, so there are many possible variations:! 

1. A monochrome sweater. If you knit in one colour only, you can choose to purl 
all tiles in the pattern. This model is knitted quicker than multicoloured models. 

2. Two or more colours. In this case, it is advised that you work with more than 
one dolls of yarn per colour, in order to avoid long threads on the backside of 
the work, between the fields. Keep in mind to cross the yarn on the backside 
when changing colours, in order to get the fields of colours to stick together. 

3. Choose the number and placement of tiles in deviating colour, choose to knit or 
purl the tiles, and you can get an infinite number of variations. 



Back 

Cast on 70 (94) 102 sts on 3½ mm needles and knit 8 cm (24 rows) of stretch knitting *2 k, 2 p* 
2 k. See to that you get knitted stitches on the far left and far right when facing the right side (i.e. 
the side that is mostly purled). Change to 4 mm needles and continue knitting according to dia-
gram 1. Do not add any edge stitches.. Knit from column “R” to “R” for size M, and the full 
width for the other sizes. Repeat from column “R” to “R” 5 (5) 6 times. Pay attention to the 20 
(22) 24 increases at in the row directly after the stretch knitting – it is important that the in-
creases are made in the given positions! The main pattern starts in row 1. After row 68, repeat 
from row 1. When you knit row 10 (26) 34 for the third time, transfer the middle 28 sts to a 
thread or a stitch holder, and then continue to knit each side separately. To form the neck line, 
cast off 3 sts in row 12 (28) 36, 2 sts in row 14 (30) 38 and 1 stitch in row 16 (32) 40. After row 
18 (34) 42 you knit row A and B. Cast off the remaining sts with knitted stitches. Knit the oppo-
site shoulder similarly. 

Note: The pattern shows how to knit coloured tiles. You will need to decide where to put tiles in 
what colours, and adjust the pattern accordingly. 

Front 

Start in the same way as for the back. When you knit row 66 (14) 22 for the second (third) third 
time, transfer the middle 12 sts to a thread or a stitch holder, and then continue to knit each side 
separately. To form the neck line, cast off 4, 2, 2, 2, 1, 1, 1, 0, 1 sts in the even rows. After row 
18 (34) 42 you knit row A and B. Cast off the remaining sts with knitted stitches. Knit the oppo-
site shoulder similarly. 

Sleeves 

Cast on 54 (58) 62 sts on 3½ mm needles and knit 8 cm (24 rows) of stretch knitting *2 p, 2 k* 
2 p for the cuff. See to that you get purled stitches on the far left and far right when facing the 
right side (i.e. the side that is mostly purled). Change to 4 mm needles and continue knitting ac-
cording to diagram 1. Centre the diagram to the middle of the arm. Row 1 of a sleeve is a little 
shorter than the entire diagram 1 without repetitions. Increase 6 (8) 10 sts in the row directly af-
ter the cuff – two of these at the bottom of the middle tile (see diagram!), the other increments 
are evenly distributed over the first row. You will now have 60 (66) 72 sts. Increase 1 stitch on 
each side in every 4th tow until the sleeve measures 104 (112) 120 sts in width. When you for 
the second time have knitted row 42 (for lady) or row 52 (for man), you continue with row A 
and B. Note: the length of the arm can be chosen independently from what size you make the 
rest of the sweater – see measurements on top of page 1! Cast off all sts with knitted stitches. 

Preparations before knitting of collar/hood 

Stretch all pieces according to the given measurements. Cover with a moist cloth and leave to 
dry. If you haven’t decided if you want to knit a collar or a hood, it is now high time to decide! 

Collar 

If you want to knit a simple collar, you should sew together the left shoulder and then pick up 
120 sts around the neck on 4 mm needles. Knit back and forth, first 2 knitted rows, then 2 
purled rows and finally 1 row with knitted sts. During the last row, cast off 22 sts evenly dis-
tributed over the row (so that you now have 98 sts left on the needle). Change to 3½ mm nee-
dles and knit 8 cm (24 rows) of stretch knitting *2 p, 2 k* 2p. See to that you get purled stitches 
on the far left and far right when facing the right side (this will match the shoulder seam!). Cast 
off all sts loosely in stretch knitting (k in k and p in p). Sew the right shoulder and the collar in 
one seam. If you want to, you can fold the collar inwards, making in double, and fasten with 
scattered stitches. 



Hood 

If you decided to make a hooded sweater, you start by sewing both shoulders together, and then 
pick up 120 sts around the neck on 40 cm long circular needles with diameter 4 mm. Start knit-
ting at the middle of the front side and knit around in circles without leaving any opening any-
where. Knit 1 row of knitted sts, then 3 purled rows and finally 1 row of knitted sts. During the 
last row, cast off 12 evenly distributed over the row (so that you now have 108 sts left on the 
needle). Then start knitting the hood according to diagram 2. Increase 2 purled sts at the front 
side of the neck in every 5th, so that you get a 10 sts broad triangle at the chin. After this, you 
stop knitting in circles, and instead knit from side to side, so that you get an opening at the front. 
Change to a longer circular needle or straight needles. Cast off 1 stitch at the beginning and the 
end of each row 5 times, until you only have the stitches shown in the diagram. The diagram 
tells you to increase 1 stitch on each side of the hood in every 4th row. There will be a total of 12 
* 2 increments, after which to vast of 1 stitch on each side in every 4th row. Towards the end, 
you also cast of stitches in the middle (i.e. the back side of the hood). 

When you have knitted all rows according to the diagram, the entire hood should measure 
around 40 cm. Cast of the remaining stitches with knitted sts, fold the tot edge of the hood on 
the middle, so that the first and the last stitch of the last row meet, and the sew the seam (the 
stitches that you cast off will meet at the top of the hood). Pick upp sts around the entire front of 
the hood on 2 mm needles. If you pick up 1 sts per row, you will get a total of arount 184 sts. 
Continue knitting in circles. Row 1: knitted sts. Rows 2 and 3: purled sts. Row 4: 3 p, cast off 
3 p sts, continue knitting purled stitches until 6 sts remains, cast off 3 p sts, 3 p. Row 5: 3 p, cast 
on 3 sts, continue knitting purled stitches until you reach the 3 sts that were ast off in row 4, cast 
on 3 sts, 3 p. Rows 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11: purled. Cast of with knitted sts. Fold the edge along its 
middle into the hood, and sew the edge with scattered stitches into the first tow of the edge itself. 
You will know have a rather firm opening with a diameter of around 75 cm. 

Finally, make a string that is at least 1 m long, pull it through one of the holes at the chin, 
around the edge and out through the other hole at the chin. 

Final details 

Sew on the arms using the shoulder seams as starting points. Sew the sides at the same time as 
you sew the seams under the arms. Fasten all loose ends. 



   


